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Winter down south is an intense season. Jennian Homes Mid-Canterbury Ltd recently 
undertook a project at Lake Tekapo where the temperature got down to minus seven. 
The location proved a challenge when large shifts in weather patterns, sometimes 
during a single day, veered from frost to severe wind and rain, to intensive periods of 
heat. The large single story dwelling needed to be protected from the elements and 
remain weather tight during construction.

Director Nigel Smith said the use of the 
Ecoply® Barrier rigid air barrier system 
enabled them to enclose the building 
envelope quickly and efficiently. “This 
gave us the opportunity to progress at 
a reasonable pace. Due to the required 
Council inspections for the building 
consent, the house had to be weather 
tight prior to commencing work on 
the interior. Ecoply Barrier gave us the 
necessary tick-off to continue much earlier 
than we would have been able to had we 
used conventional building wrap.” Suitable 
for use in all wind zones as defined by 
NZS 3604 Ecoply Barrier is a performance 
rated structural plywood providing 
durability, strength and design flexibility. All 
this, and the Barrier system can significantly 
improve project construction speeds 
as delays waiting for exterior cladding 
installation to be completed before starting 
interior fit out work can be avoided.

Home owners want reassurance 
that their home is their sanctuary, a 
place of warmth and privacy. With 
Ecoply® Barrier it’s an achievable goal.

“Our trial results showed that we picked up 
time on our projected plan and the building 
was far more secure in the environment 
we were building,” says Nigel. “And the 
Ecoply Barrier system certainly gives a 
look and feel of substance when building a 
new home.”

He adds that he can see the advantages 
of offering the product as part of their 
standard specifications. “We were very 
happy using the Ecoply Barrier system. 
We can see the benefits, our trades see 
the benefits, and it is really just a matter of 
conveying this to our clients.”

There’s no doubt it is a very tough market 
at present. To ensure a new home build is 
one that gets talked about for all the right 
reasons it must deliver on all fronts – be 
on time, be on budget and use quality 
materials that provide safety and security. 
Home owners want reassurance that their 
home is their sanctuary, a place of warmth 
and privacy. With Ecoply Barrier it’s an 
achievable goal.

For on-site technical and product  
support freecall 0800 746 399 or visit  
www.chhwoodproducts.co.nz
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Jennian Homes has 30 years experience in 
building homes in New Zealander. With 
nationwide franchises and solid building 
expertise they know what works and aim to 
ensure their clients have the best possible 
options when planning their build.
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